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Staff Report To:  Redevelopment Authority Citizens Committee 

Meeting Date:  May 7, 2018 

Staff Contact:  Lee Plemel, Director (lplemel@carson.org; 283-7075) 

Agenda Title:  For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action to make a recommendation 
to the Redevelopment Authority regarding the expenditure of up to $7,284 for Special Event 
funding from the Redevelopment Revolving Fund, Special Events account, for Fiscal Year 2019. 

Staff Summary:  Redevelopment annually funds special events from a portion of the Revolving 
Fund. A total of $10,000 has been tentatively budgeted in FY 2020 for Redevelopment Special 
Events. The following Special Event funding requests were submitted, totaling $7,284 in 
requests: $4,500 for Advocates to End Domestic Violence’s Taste of Downtown event; and 
$2,784 for University of Nevada Cooperative Extension’s 2019 Carson City Nevada Fair. 
 
Proposed Motion:  I move to recommend to the Redevelopment Authority approval of the 
expenditures in the amount of $4,500 for Taste of Downtown and $2,784 for the 2019 Carson 
City Nevada Fair.  
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The adopted Redevelopment Authority Policies and Procedures provide for the process and 
criteria for reviewing special event funding requests. Applications submitted by April 15 each 
year are reviewed by RACC in May. Staff anticipates that the Redevelopment Authority and 
Board of Supervisors will final action on these requests on June 6, 2019. Additional special 
event funding requests may come in throughout the year pending the availability of funding in 
the special event budget.  
 
The policies and procedures identify specific application submittal requirements and establish 
criteria that the RACC and Redevelopment Authority shall consider when evaluating 
applications for special event funding. The following factors are identified for consideration:  
 

a.  The number of participants the event draws compared to the amount of Redevelopment 
funding and other City support requested for the event. 

b.  The amount of City funding requested for the event compared to funding obtained or 
sought from other sources.  

c.  The amount of funding requested in past years compared to funding currently being 
requested.  

d.  The longevity of the event in Carson City and its importance to the community.  
e.  The possibility for the event to grow in the future.  
f.  Potential conflicts with other special events on the same date as the proposed event. 
g.  Other factors as deemed appropriate by the Authority.  
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The tentative FY 2020 Redevelopment budget allocates $10,000 for Redevelopment special 
events and $25,000 for “arts and culture” special events (theater, music and arts events). Arts 
and culture special event applications received have been directed to the Cultural Commission 
for its review and recommendations to the Redevelopment Authority. RACC is only responsible 
for making recommendations regarding the funding for the non-arts and culture events, which 
are discussed below.  
 
Note that the Redevelopment Authority has tentatively planned for the elimination of non-arts 
special event funding beginning in FY 2021. Staff anticipates amending the special event 
policies within the next year to reflect this change in policy.  
 
SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATIONS:  
The Redevelopment office received two applications requesting a total of $7,284 in requested 
funding. Following is a summary of the applications received with information included that 
pertains to the review criteria noted above. Refer to the attached application packets for more 
detail and explanation.  
 
1.  Applicant: Advocates to End Domestic Violence 

Event: Taste of Downtown (July 20, 2019) 
Requested funding (% of event budget): $4,500 (9.5%) 
Description: Downtown-wide event where local restaurants provide food and beverages at 
various locations, with concerts provided for event participants and the general public.  
Total event budget: $47,450  
Prior year funding: $6,500  
Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town): 5,400 (5,000 / 400) 
Dollars of City funding requested per participant: $0.83 
Number of years event held in Carson City: 26 
 
Staff summary: The Taste of Downtown event has been funded in part through Redevelopment 
the past several years. The event has grown every year and is one of the featured events of the 
summer. The event draws a large crowd downtown of both participants and non-participants, 
which generates secondary sales within the area’s shops and restaurants.   
 
3.  Applicant: University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 

Event: 2019 Carson City Nevada Fair 
Requested funding (% of event budget): $2,784 (8.9%) 
Description: Events planned for the 2019 Fair include livestock and horticultural exhibitions, 
special events, historic automobile and antique tractor events, daytime and evening concerts, 
daily contests and animal focused experiences.  
Total event budget: $31,434  
Prior year funding: (Not requested; $5,000 allocated for tent rentals)  
Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town): 7,500 (5,000 / 2,500) 
Dollars of City funding per participant: $0.37 
Number of years event held in Carson City: Two. 
 
Staff summary: The Carson City Nevada Fair was reestablished at Fuji Park in 2017, and the 
Nevada Cooperative Extension has been the lead in organizing the fair since the 2018 Fair. A 
new Extension Educator in the Carson City Cooperative Extension office has recently taken 
over the Fair organization duties, and she continues to work with community organizations to 
improve the Fair and create an event that becomes self-sufficient.  
 



FY 2020 Special Event Requests  
RACC – May 6, 2019 

Page 3 
 
CONCLUSION: 
The RACC should consider the application review factors noted earlier in this memo and make 
a recommendation to the Redevelopment Authority for funding the special events. Any Special 
Event funding remaining after this allocation may be reallocated at a later date during the Fiscal 
Year.  
 
ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Modify the funding recommendations.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this item, please contact Lee Plemel at 283-7075 
or lplemel@carson.org.  
 
Attachments: 
 A. Taste of Downtown application 
 B.  2019 Carson City Nevada Fair application 
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